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The main objective of the conference
was to explore the relationship be-
tween social and cultural institutions
and religious practices in contempo-
rary West African Societies. Twenty pa-
pers were presented covering a wide
spectrum of topics and countries. The
conference participants debated pub-
lic policies, dress codes, sharia, and
gender issues. 
The first keynote address was deliv-
ered by Prof. J.K. Olupona who empha-
sized the need for a clear-cut methodology for the academic study of
various religious traditions. He pointed out that thematic studies of re-
ligious traditions, rather than studies on particular faiths, would bring
the field further. He also advocated that religious leaders play a role in
not only bringing about a democratic renaissance in West Africa, but
that they work towards sustaining these democracies. Desmond Tutu’s
role during the Apartheid and post-Apartheid political developments
in South Africa served as a case in point. He emphasized the urgent
need for religious leaders to be active in social issues such as corrup-
tion, indiscipline, abuse of power, and ensuring good governance and
rule of law.
Abdulkader Tayob brought to the fore the need to distinguish be-
tween a scholar of religion and a religious leader in another keynote
address. He was of the conviction that the two perform different roles
in society. He made it explicitly clear that, as a scholar of religion,
Desmond Tutu is not his role model. However, he was quick to add that
most participants will disagree with him. He dwelt on the problem of
Muslim representation in government. In Ghana for instance, there is
always the problem of which body represents Muslims at the national
political level. Currently, there is a struggle between the office of the
national Chief Imam (spiritual leader) and the Federation of Muslim
Councils, the legitimate mouthpiece for Sunni Muslims in dealings
with the government. He further dealt with the emergence of Islamic
reformist movements and the Islamic ideological debate about the
state. He is of the conviction that the Is-
lamic state has failed. 
Another theme that generated much
discussion was the dress code in some
Nigerian universities. Muslim female
students began wearing face veils,
leaving some university authorities
with the problem of identification of
female students during examinations
and official university activities. To
overcome the problem some universi-
ties came up with a dress code, part of
an attempt by university officials to curb the global renaissance of Is-
lamic movements; especially after the introduction of sharia in North-
ern Nigeria since the reintroduction of democracy. This development
was surprising to the Ghanaian participants because Ghanaian tertiary
female students prefer western fashion, which is seen to be incompat-
ible with the African culture. Yet, at the same time, there is also an up-
surge of the use of the veil by Muslim female students in the tertiary in-
stitutions in Ghana. 
The implementation, structures, and problems of sharia in Northern
Nigeria generated a great deal of discussion (presentations by Muu-
tasim Dawood and Lateef Mobolaji Adetona). Lateef argued that the
sharia was becoming an issue in the Southwest especially among the
Yoruba in Nigeria where independent sharia committees are emerging
under the supervision of the Supreme Council for sharia. Eventually
sharia law will be implemented at the federal level.
The conference was supported by the International Association for
the History of Religions (IAHR), the International Institute for the Study
of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM) Leiden, the University of California,
Davis and ICCO-Zest, the Netherlands. More than thirty scholars from
the Netherlands, the United States, Britain, Nigeria, the Gambia, and
Ghana, participated in the conference.
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The conference organizers plan to publish selected papers in an edited volume.
The African Association for the Study of
Religions (AASR) held a three-day regional
conference under the title, The Role of
Religion in the Socio-Cultural Transformation
of West African Sub-continent from the 5th–8th
February 2004 in Ghana at the Ghana Institute
for Management and Public Administration
(GIMPA). Among the topics covered were:
religion and the state; conflict and violence;
religion in contestation; religion as a source
of values; and the study of religion.
I S I M  P O S T - D O C T O R A L  F E L L O W S H I P S
The International Institute for the Study
of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM) invites
applications for ISIM post-doctoral
fellowships. The fellowships are available
to scholars who have recently (within five
years) obtained a Ph.D. degree in anthro-
pology, sociology, religious studies, cultural
studies or political science. 
The ISIM conducts and promotes inter-
disciplinary research on contemporary
social, political, cultural, and intellectual
trends and movements in Muslim societies
and communities. The ISIM welcomes
research proposals which are informed
particularly by a social science perspective
and fit in with the research profile of the
ISIM in general, or related to the specific
research programmes of the ISIM Chairs.
The current ISIM research programmes
and projects include: Islam, Civil Society,
and the Public Sphere; Muslim Cultural
Politics; Debating Family Dynamics and
Gender; Islamic Family Law in Everyday Life;
The Cultural Politics of Domestic Labor;
The Politics of Representation in Muslim
Societies; The Production of Islamic
Knowledge in Western Europe; Islam and
the Public Sphere in Africa; Religion, Culture
and Identity in a Democratic South Africa;
and Socio-Religious Movements and
Change in Muslim Societies.
ISIM post-doctoral fellowships are awarded
twice per year. The deadlines for
applications are 1 March and 1 September
of each year. 
ISIM post-doctoral fellowships at a glance:
– granted for a period two years
– monthly stipend 
– office space, a personal computer,
telephone on the premises of the ISIM
in Leiden
– travel expenses to and from the country
in which fieldwork will be carried out
Post-doctoral fellows are located in the
historic city of Leiden with convenient links
to the coast, the airport, and major
European cities. Fellows have full access
to extensive libraries, research centres, and
the facilities of the universities participating
in the ISIM: the University of Amsterdam,
Leiden University, the University of
Nijmegen and Utrecht University. 
For details on ISIM post-doctoral fellowships
and an online application form, please refer
to the ISIM website http://www.isim.nl
under the link “Fellowships” or contact
the ISIM secretariat:
ISIM, P.O. Box 11089
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